Immunology  I.M. Roitt, J. Brostoff and D.K. Male Gower Medical Publishing; London, 1985 vii + 273 pages. £2.95 by Staines, Norman
Volume 210, number 1 FEBS LETTERS 
Immunology 
by I.M. Roitt, J. Brostoff and D.K. Male 
Gower Medical Publishing; London, 1985 
viii + 273 pages. f12.95 
January 1987 
Without doubt this book is unique amongst 
general texts on immunology. In their preface the 
authors tell us that they believe it to be “a 
remarkably unusual book”. In the sense that it 
breaks new ground in the powerful visual appeal of 
its illustrations, it is. In other regards, however, it 
takes a well-tried and successful route in describing 
the subject. There are twenty-five chapters which 
take the reader from the general principles of 
adaptive and innate immunity through the cells 
and molecules of the immune system to the prin- 
ciples and features of immunity to infection, 
hypersensitivity and pathology, terminating in a 
section on immunological tests. It has an excellent 
index and each chapter has useful but not extensive 
suggestions for further reading. 
There are approximately 700 illustrations and 
many, especially the photomicrographs, are of the 
highest quality; the line diagrams are liberally used 
to demonstrate principles and hypotheses, and 
while one might find fault with the extreme styliza- 
tion of a few of them, they are generally very good 
and have detailed captions which explain them ful- 
ly. In some places the text repeats rather than 
amplifies what is covered by the illustrations, and 
indeed one gets the impression that the text is 
subordinate to the pictures. This slight unevenness 
of style comes presumably from the fact that many 
other people contributed to the book. 
This book is closely related to a Slide Atlas of 
Immunology, in five volumes, from the same 
publisher and, for students and teachers who have 
access to this, the book becomes a powerful 
teaching aid. This does not detract from its value 
as a general text in the absence of the slides. Con- 
sidering the problems associated with putting 
together a general book in an area where fun- 
damental research changes the received knowledge 
so rapidly, this book must be seen as a remarkable 
achievement. With very few exceptions it is up-to- 
date and stimulating in its approach to explaining 
the thinking and research that makes up modern 
immunology. 
The book will undoubtedly become a favourite 
with students and teachers of the subject and is to 
be recommended for undergraduate and post- 
graduate teaching. It is unbeatable, at the price, in 
providing a stimulating introduction to im- 
munology. The inevitable second edition will be 
awaited with great interest. 
Norman Staines 
Prostanoids: Pharmacological, Physiological and Clinical 
Relevance 
by P.K. Moore 
Cambridge University Press; Cambridge, 1985 
vii + 263 pages. f12.50 (paperback); f32.50 (hardback) 
The reason for writing this book, according to the understood but up-to-date information on the 
author, is to provide a single source of readily various physiological and clinical roles and uses of 
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